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LABOR IGNORES HALIFAX COMMUNITY ON OLD POLICE STATION 
 

Member for Hinchinbrook, Andrew Cripps, has accused the Bligh Labor Government of 
ignoring the request of the Halifax community for a consultation process to discuss the 
future of the old Halifax police station, after the building was recently re-listed for auction. 
 
Mr Cripps said he was shocked and angry that the Bligh Labor Government appeared to 
have gone back on its commitment to enter into a consultation process with the Halifax 
Progress Association, which had expressed concern about the historic building being lost. 
 
“I wrote to the Police Minister, Neil Roberts, in early December 2009 on behalf of the Halifax 
Progress Association.  I then received advice that the auction, scheduled for 11th December, 
had been postponed to allow for consultation with the local community” said Mr Cripps. 
 
“I was also advised by the Minister’s office that a condition of the sale would be that the 
building would be required to remain in Halifax.  However,  the Halifax Progress Association 
indicated it was willing to take responsibility for maintaining the building, if it could secure a 
peppercorn lease over the land and acquire the building for a minimal cost” he said.      
   
“I made it quite clear to Minister Roberts that the Halifax Progress Association wanted to sit 
down and discuss this issue with the State Government, because it considered the future of 
the old police station to be an important heritage issue for Halifax and the Herbert River 
district.  That consultation should really have occurred right from the start” said Mr Cripps.   
 
“I was under the impression and the Halifax Progress Association was under the impression 
that this would happen.  We heard nothing over the Christmas / New Year break and then 
all of a sudden, the building has been re-listed for auction on the 26th February” he said. 
 
“I’m confused and the Halifax Progress Association is upset.  The Progress Association 
wanted to work with the Halifax Museum to use the old police station for historical displays, 
create a heritage precinct to promote tourism and of course, to raise awareness of the local 
connection with Sir Arthur Fadden, a former Prime Minister of Australia” said Mr Cripps.   
 
“It is a disgrace that the Halifax community has been treated so badly by the Bligh Labor 
Government.  I have written to Minister Roberts yet again, seeking answers” he said.   


