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LABOR’S LIP SERVICE TO PRIME FARM LAND PROTECTION 
 
Member for Hinchinbrook, Andrew Cripps, has dismissed the recent release by the Bligh 
Labor Government of a strategic cropping land discussion paper as little more than political 
spin, which offered no real plan to protect Queensland’s most productive farming land. 
 
Mr Cripps said while the debate regarding the protection of Queensland’s prime agricultural 
land had been raging for years, the Bligh Labor Government had been dragged kicking and 
screaming to the table because it had no understanding of or interest in food security issues. 
 
“The mining boom changed the definition of a viable mine operation.  Mining and agriculture 
are in direct competition for land suitable for both mining and farming in many areas of 
Queensland. There is real tension between mining and the long-term capacity of countries to 
produce food and fibre through sustainable farming of agricultural land” said Mr Cripps. 
 
“Mining is less of an issue in the Wet Tropics of Queensland, but there are other competing 
interests here, such as the demand for land for residential development and plantation 
forestry.  The LNP believes that, strategically, prime agricultural land is a very important 
asset for the state and the whole country as far as food security is concerned” he said.   

 
“The LNP believes strongly in the property rights of landowners.  Governments also need to 
act strategically.  Our prime agricultural land is a priority for the LNP and the good quality 
food and fibre that our farming communities produce in Queensland is a strategic asset.  
The protection of that strategic asset is in the public interest” said Mr Cripps.   
     
“There appears to be very little in the way of robust legislative protection proposed for prime 
agricultural land in the Bligh Labor Government’s strategic cropping land discussion paper.  
It looks to me like lip service is being payed to this very important issue by the Bligh Labor 
Government that does not understand or care much about regional areas” he said.   
 
“Simply stating that prime cropping land will be taken into account if mining or development 
applications are submitted in the future is hardly a satisfactory guarantee.  There is no real 
commitment in this discussion paper, just bureaucratic waffle. The LNP will provide real 
protection to rural industries and take food security issues seriously” said Mr Cripps.   


