
Contact: Andrew Cripps MP Address: PO Box 1515 Ph: 07 4776 1428 

 Member for Hinchinbrook  Ingham Qld  4850 Fax:  07 4776 3503 

E-mail: Hinchinbrook@parliament.qld.gov.au 

 

 
 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Date:  Thursday 25th February 2010     For immediate release 
 

LAST DITCH EFFORT TO SAVE OLD HALIFAX POLICE STATION 
 

Member for Hinchinbrook, Andrew Cripps, has mounted a last ditch effort to save the old 
Halifax Police Station from being auctioned off tomorrow by the Bligh Labor Government, by 
appealing to Police Minister, Neil Roberts, to intervene and save the historic building. 
 
Speaking in the Queensland Parliament today, Mr Cripps, appealed desperately to Minister 
Roberts to stop the planned auction and negotiate with the Halifax Progress Association, 
which has expressed interest in being involved with the future management of the building. 
 
“My request to the Minister follows three separate lots of correspondence to him in 
November and December 2009 and early February this year on behalf of the Halifax 
Progress Association. The Halifax Progress Association wants to preserve the old Halifax 
Police Station because of its historical connection with Sir Arthur Fadden” said Mr Cripps. 
 
“Sir Arthur was a former Prime Minister, who was born in the Herbert River district in 1895.  
Sir Arthur’s father was stationed at Halifax at the time as a local police officer.  This is the 
same building where a young Sir Arthur spent his early years and the Halifax community is 
proud of this historical connection.  It is part of the heritage of the town” he said. 
 
“It is true that the government has placed a condition of sale on the auction requiring the 
building to remain in the Herbert River district.  However, what the Halifax Progress 
Association can’t afford is buying the building at auction, paying for it to be relocated and 
also paying for another block of land to relocate the building to” said Mr Cripps. 
 
“It would be understandable if the State Government needed the land for another community 
use or if we were asking the State Government to spend substantial amounts of money on 
the old Halifax Police Station.  This is not the case” he said.  
 
“The Halifax Progress Association has put up its hand to take responsibility for maintaining 
the building, if it can secure a peppercorn lease over the land and acquire the building for a 
minimal cost.  Such an arrangement wouldn’t cost the government anything” said Mr Cripps.   
 
“The Police Minister needs to listen to the people of Halifax and protect the heritage of the 
Herbert River district and the history of this proud little community” he said. 


