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LATE ANNOUNCEMENTS AND LOUD MESSAGES 

 
I think it’s a good thing that State Cabinet travels to regional and rural areas of Queensland for 
Community Cabinet meetings.  It is a good thing the Premier and Ministers front the local community 
in and give them an opportunity to meet with decision makers one on one.  As a North Queensland 
MP, I support efforts by governments at all levels to sit down seriously and listen to the people of 
this important region.  However, it must be more than just a public relations exercise.    
 
I welcome the fact that Premier Bligh and the Queensland Cabinet visited Innisfail recently.  The 
event was well attended.  The Premier suggested the fact there were a record number of requests 
for deputations with Ministers meant North Queenslanders were enthusiastic about being part of the 
democratic process.  I think it’s a good indication that there is a lot of concern, frustration and anger 
in the community about the performance of the Bligh Labor Government.  
 
Recent columns in this space have stated clearly the success of the Innisfail Community Cabinet will 
be measured by outcomes.  Let’s have a look at the announcements that were made.  News work 
would soon start on a new boat ramp at Mourilyan Harbour is of course welcome, but I have had to 
periodically harass the State Labor Government for the last three years to keep this issue on the 
agenda.  As this newspaper has pointed out, it was supposed to be finished in December 2009. 
 
An additional $2 million for the Jubilee Bridge is also welcome.  The Bligh Labor Government may 
be finally realising the seriousness of the situation and that the Cassowary Coast Council needs 
financial assistance.  However, I have canvassed this problem time and again in parliament, written 
to Ministers and raised the issue in the local media since 2007 when the extent of the infrastructure 
backlog in the former Johnstone Shire became clear.  Better late than never I suppose. 
 
These announcements are long overdue.  The Bligh Labor Government is playing catch up.  The 
need for additional commercial and industrial land in Innisfail was largely ignored in the FNQ 2031 
Plan.  Where is the action to address this issue?  If you were at the Community Forum in Innisfail, 
you could not help but notice the long line up of industry and stakeholder groups looking to speak to 
Ministers about the huge amount of red tape and bureaucracy holding them back.       

 
In North Queensland, over the last 12 months, we have seen several new layers of regulation 
placed on landowners and rural industry, our economic mainstay, including a ban on the 
management of regrowth, controls over the use of farm inputs and the introduction of areas of 
ecological significance mapping attached to the FNQ 2031 Plan.  This is on top of the outrageous 
(and useless) mandatory sustainability declaration that now plagues the property industry. 
 
We can only hope the Premier and her Ministers heard these messages when they were in Innisfail.   


