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SO WAS IT ACTUALLY SEWERAGE HURTING THE REEF? 
 

Member for Hinchinbrook, Andrew Cripps, welcomed the announcement yesterday that the 
Hinchinbrook Shire Council would receive $6.6 million from the State Government towards 
the upgrades of the Ingham and Dungeness / Lucinda sewerage treatment plants.   
 
Mr Cripps said the funds would reduce some of the burden on ratepayers in the 
Hinchinbrook Shire for the upgrades of the Ingham sewerage treatment plant, built in the 
1960s and the Dungeness / Lucinda sewerage treatment plant, built in the 1970s.      
 
“The Hinchinbrook Shire has been lucky to secure this grant, because last year, the Bligh 
Labor Government cut the amount of funding for subsidies to local councils for new and 
upgraded sewerage and water schemes from $124M to $45M a year” said Mr Cripps. 
 
“This has limited the number of local councils accessing these grants and amongst those 
councils that do receive them, the grants are smaller.  It could have been the case that more 
funds would have been available to the Hinchinbrook Shire if the Bligh Labor Government 
had not made cuts to this important program to improve this type of infrastructure” he said. 
 
Mr Cripps said it was interesting to see Local Government Minister, Desley Boyle, include 
benefits to the Great Barrier Reef on the list of reasons why the Bligh Labor Government 
awarded sewerage grants to the Hinchinbrook Shire and other North Queensland councils. 
 
“Last year the Bligh Labor Government blamed North Queensland farmers for what they 
described as the declining health of the Great Barrier Reef.  The LNP defended the 
reputation of North Queensland farmers against this baseless attack and pointed to other 
possible sources of pollution, such as sewerage plants requiring upgrades” said Mr Cripps.     
 
“The Bligh Labor Government refused to acknowledge or accept this.  It demonised and 
penalised North Queensland farmers and cut subsidies to sewerage and water treatment 
plant upgrades to councils in the same year.  Now it is patting itself on the back for grants 
for sewerage treatment plant upgrades for the benefit of the Great Barrier Reef” he said.     
 
“So, was it actually sewerage that was hurting the reef after all?  The Bligh Labor 
Government is being blatantly hypocritical and it owes farmers an apology” said Mr Cripps.   


