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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Date:  Monday 29th March 2010     For immediate release 
 

CRIPPS SOUNDS WARNING ON WET TROPICS WATER PLAN 
 

Member for Hinchinbrook, Andrew Cripps, has sounded a warning to industry stakeholders 
and water entitlement holders in the Wet Tropics that the recent commencement of a water 
resources plan for the region needed to be progressed on an individual catchment basis 
and that existing water entitlements would not necessarily be unaffected by the reforms.    
 

Speaking in the Queensland Parliament last week during debate on a natural resources bill 
which proposed to finalise the Condamine – Balonne Water Resource Plan that had taken 
over a decade to complete, Mr Cripps pointed out that that there was a similar risk that the 
Wet Tropics Water Resources Plan could be significantly delayed by legal proceedings.     

 

“All too often, the WRP’s commenced by the state government have taken extended periods 
to develop and finalise. I fear this will again be the case for the Wet Tropics WRP.  The Wet 
Tropics moratorium was declared over several distinct catchments including the Herbert, 
Tully – Murray, Johnstone, Russell, Mulgrave and Daintree catchments” said Mr Cripps.   
 

“Each catchment has different stakeholders. I have been advocating that the Wet Tropics 
WRP should be progressed on a catchment by catchment basis.   If a problem, perhaps a 
legal problem, develops in respect of water entitlements in a particular catchment and the 
progress of the whole Wet Tropics WRP could be delayed as a result” he said.   
 
“We know legal delays happen, because it has happened in respect of the Condamine – 
Balonne WRP which took a decade to finalise.  Water entitlement holders should not be 
made to wait and their entitlements continue to be uncertain, while legal proceedings drag 
on in another catchment under the blanket Wet Tropics water moratorium” said Mr Cripps. 
 

Mr Cripps said he wanted landowners and industry stakeholders to be aware that existing 
area based irrigation permits would be converted to volumetric irrigation permits as part of 
the Wet Tropics WRP and that existing water entitlement owners needed to understand that 
the method used to calculate these new allocations would be of crucial importance.   
 

“The Bligh Labor Government has insisted that existing water entitlements will not be 
affected as a result of the Wet Tropcs WRP.  While existing permit holders will continue to 
hold a permit, the formula DERM uses to allocate a volume of water will need to take into 
consideration different weather conditions and different crop needs” said Mr Cripps.        


