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Date:  Wednesday 12th May 2010     For immediate release 
 

LABOR CONTINUES VENDETTA AGAINST NORTH QLD INDUSTRY 
 

Member for Hinchinbrook, Andrew Cripps, has accused the Bligh Labor Government of 
continuing to carry out a vendetta against rural industries in North Queensland, following the 
announcement of more regulation on landowners in coastal areas near wetlands. 
 

Mr Cripps said the release of a Regulatory Impact Statement inviting feedback from industry 
and other stakeholder groups was a smokescreen for the simultaneous declaration of a    
Temporary Planning Instrument that imposed new regulations without any consultation. 
 

“This is a slap in the face for landowners in North Queensland who have been doing an 
enormous amount of voluntary work to rehabilitate our wetland ecosystems well before the 
Bligh Labor Government turned up with more paper work for them to fill out” said Mr Cripps. 
 

“North Queensland landowners have been effectively managing land around wetlands for 
generations.  Now Labor wants to impose more red tape on them.  It is as if the Bligh 
Government has a vendetta against rural industries in North Queensland” he said.          
 

Mr Cripps said the Temporary State Planning Policy for Protecting Wetlands in Great Barrier 
Reef Catchments was another example of Labor’s efforts to place the burden of protecting 
the environment on private landowners, while state controlled land was badly neglected. 
 

“Rather than work co-operatively with local industry groups to develop sustainable and 
effective programs, the Bligh Labor Government has chosen to ignore farmers’ responsible 
practices, just as it did when it rammed legislation through parliament last year that 
regulated farming practices and the management of regrowth vegetation” said Mr Cripps. 
 

“A lot of activities caught by this new regulation are normal and necessary farm practices 
relating to drainage works.  It is particularly important they are carried out in a timely 
fashion, especially in North Queensland.  Now it appears they will be tied up in some sort of 
bureaucratic process.  The Bligh Labor Government is addicted to regulation” he said. 
 

“The fact is a lot of state controlled land in North Queensland is in appalling condition, 
overrun with weeds and with feral animal numbers out of control.  State government 
agencies don’t have the funding or resources to manage them properly, so this big stick 
approach from the Bligh Labor Government really is hypocritical” said Mr Cripps.    


