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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Date:  Monday 17th May 2010     For immediate release 
 

LABOR’S ENVIRONMENTAL FUNDING DEBACLE EXPOSED   
 

Member for Hinchinbrook, Andrew Cripps, has exposed the Bligh Labor Government for 
relying on one-off, Caring for Country grants from the federal government to cover the cost 
of core environmental and natural resource management responsibilities, such as the 
control of pest weeds and feral animals and the management of World Heritage areas.   
 

In an answer to a Question on Notice asked by Mr Cripps, Environment Minister, Kate 
Jones, admitted the Bligh Labor Government has applied to the federal government for 
funding to increase the size of the state’s protected estate, manage World Heritage areas, 
control pest weeds and feral animals and protect wetlands and other aquatic ecosystems.     

 

Mr Cripps, who has been fighting for years to draw attention to bread and butter 
environmental issues like the spread of pest weeds and increasing feral animal numbers on 
state controlled land neglected and under-resourced by the State Labor Government, said 
this was hard evidence Queensland’s environment was being woefully mismanaged.  
 

“For years I have been speaking out about Labor’s refusal to address core environmental 
issues.  Recently I highlighted the outrageous declaration of an additional 9,000 hectares of 
National Park in my electorate of Hinchinbrook, when the existing estate was not being 
managed properly.  The Bligh Government is only interested in publicity” said Mr Cripps.  
 

“My efforts have been dismissed by successive Labor Environment Ministers, but this 
answer from Minister Jones proves beyond doubt the Bligh Government’s management 
plan for places like Fraser Island, the Wet Tropics and National Parks in Queensland is a 
joke and is dependent on one-off funding grants from another level of government.” he said.      
 

“Just because an area is declared a National Park under Labor, doesn’t mean the 
conservation vales of that area will be protected, because the Bligh Government does not 
provide the necessary resources to the QPWS to manage them properly.  What is the point 
of running around declaring more National Parks if you can’t look after them” he said. 
 

“The obvious question is what will happen if the State Government’s applications to the 
Caring for Country program are unsuccessful?  It is complete hypocrisy for the Bligh Labor 
Government to persecute and impose regulations on farmers, when its own approach to the 
management of state controlled land is so disgracefully unprofessional” said Mr Cripps.       


