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Date:  Wednesday 19th May 2010     For immediate release 
 

LABOR IGNORES DRAINAGE BOARD REFORM WARNINGS 
 

Member for Hinchinbrook, Andrew Cripps, says the Bligh Labor Government has ignored 
warnings by statutory drainage boards in North Queensland that the abolition of Class 2 
water authorities proposed by a review of government boards, committees and statutory 
authorities will lead to a decline in service delivery and an increase in costs for landowners. 
 

Speaking in the Queensland Parliament during debate on the bill facilitating the abolition of 
statutory drainage boards, Mr Cripps said the Natural Resources Minister, Stephen 
Robertson, had failed to understand or address the concerns both he and water authority 
boards had presented to him about problems with the Bligh Labor Government’s policy.    

 

“The Hinchinbrook electorate is one of Queensland’s wettest electorates.  Quite a number of 
the affected statutory water authorities are in Hinchinbrook in the form of drainage boards.  
The work of these drainage boards is extremely important, particularly for rural industries 
which depend on the effective operation of these drainage systems” said Mr Cripps.  
 

“What is being proposed is the transfer of the powers, functions and responsibilities of these 
drainage boards to local councils or some other non-statutory entity.  Local councils will find 
it difficult to cope with these new responsibilities without significant extra resources from the 
State Government.  I have no confidence this will be provided by Bligh and Labor” he said.  
 

“A non-statutory entity will not have the power to raise funds for its operations by rating 
eligible land, would not be eligible for natural disaster relief payments and would not be able 
to exercise statutory rights of entry to maintain infrastructure or undertake emergency works.  
These problems have not been addressed by the Bligh Labor Government” said Mr Cripps.  
 
“It has not been explained to the stakeholders in my electorate as to how this proposal is 
less complicated or more efficient than the current arrangements involving Class 2 water 
authorities.  There is no clear or present failure on the part of Class 2 water authorities in my 
electorate of Hinchinbrook that undertake the management of drainage systems” he said.  
 

“Drainage systems that are not managed properly in North Queensland are prime 
candidates for the proliferation of pest weeds.  Minister Robertson needs to look at these 
recommendations more carefully.  The Bligh Labor Government will be responsible for any 
future decline in service or any increase in costs to landowners” said Mr Cripps. 


