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POLICES STRANGLING REGIONAL GROWTH 

 
The plan by the Rudd and Bligh Labor Government’s in the face of the recent economic downturn 
was to spend billions of dollars of taxpayers’ money and borrow huge sums that have left both the 
federal and state government with massive debts and spiralling interest payments.  These debts will 
have to be paid back by Australian and Queensland taxpayers.  The failures of, wastage involved in 
and downright dangerous nature of many of these programs, has been well publicised.      
 
To fund the spending and the debt, Rudd Labor proposes a new super tax on one of regional 
Australia’s economic powerhouses, the mining industry.  Most Australians have seen through the 
political spin and understand the stupidity of this proposal.  Bligh Labor has introduced a new fuel 
tax, jacked up vehicle registration, overseen increases in electricity prices and proposes a new 
commercial waste levy and a range of higher licence fees.  Labor is taxing us more than ever.    
 
Labor never gave any consideration to the alternative of encouraging business, both big and small, 
to invest in their enterprise and employ more people by reducing red tape and regulation.  In fact, it 
has been extraordinary over the last year to watch Labor do exactly the opposite, particularly in 
regional areas here in Queensland under the Bligh Government.  Regional economic growth is 
being strangled by Labor’s tired old policy of more tax and more regulation.    
 
Here are some examples, just in North Queensland.  We had the unjustified reef-runoff regulations 
that look set to keep canegrowers and graziers filling out paperwork several hours a day to 
undertake basic farming activities.  We had the ban on the management of regrowth vegetation and 
buffer zones in North Queensland that will result in lost production area.  More recently, new 
restrictive regulations have been introduced on the activities of landowners adjacent to wetlands.  
 
Although Labor’s increased regulation has concentrated on primary industries, a number of other 
decisions have hurt business in North Queensland.  The new fuel tax has significantly increased the 
cost of running all motor vehicles, including the transport costs of business.  Labor’s failure to 
manage the state’s electricity industry has seen electricity bills sky-rocket, which also puts a 
substantial burden on business costs, especially in North Queensland.  
 
While Bligh Labor recently made a token gesture by increasing the first home owners grant for the 
construction of new homes in regional Queensland by $4,000, it has withdrawn its support for the 
annual Country and Regional Living Expo in Brisbane, which was a major forum used by regional 
councils and progress committees to encourage individuals, families and business to re-locate from 
the state’s overcrowded south-east.  Bligh Labor’s regional development strategy is a shambles. 
 
Instead of delivering conditions to encourage business to lead our recovery out of the economic 
downturn, Labor’s policy has delivered huge debt, higher taxes, more regulation and higher costs.   


