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HINCHINBROOK ELECTORATE 

 
Member for Hinchinbrook, Andrew Cripps, says the 2010 – 2011 State Budget for the 
Energy and Infrastructure portfolios in the Hinchinbrook electorate was underwhelming. 
 
Mr Cripps said while previously announced funding for infrastructure upgrades in the 
Cassowary Coast Region and Hinchinbrook Shire were confirmed in today’s budget, 
infrastructure in his electorate had been neglected, proving the Bligh Labor Government’s 
recent rhetoric about decentralisation and regional development was just political spin. 
 
“The previously announced $13.7 million for a water treatment system and the $26.7 million 
for a sewerage treatment system for Innisfail in the Cassowary Coast Region are confirmed 
in this state budget.  The $6.6 million previously announced for a sewerage upgrade for 
Lucinda and Dungeness in the Hinchinbrook Shire is also confirmed” said Mr Cripps. 
 
“What I can’t see for the Hinchinbrook electorate is any funding to encourage development 
in regional communities.  The Bligh Labor Government has been talking up the need to 
encourage population decentralisation and regional economic development, but I don’t see 
any industrial projects in Ingham, Cardwell, Tully, Mission Beach or Innisfail” he said.   
 
Mr Cripps said he welcomed the $2.68 million investment by Stanwell Corporation for 
ongoing upgrades to the Kareeya Hydroelectric Power Station, west of Tully, which was an 
important strategic part of North Queensland’s electricity infrastructure network. 
 
“I am rather pleased to see that Stanwell Corporation, which owns and operates the 
Kareeya Hydroelectric Power Station on the Tully River, continues to make regular 
allocations for maintenance and upgrades.  Stanwell Corporation is an important employer 
in the Tully district and maintains a positive relationship with Tully State High School, 
supporting bursaries and encouraging potential career paths” said Mr Cripps.  
 
“I note also that Powerlink’s upgrade of the transmission line between Yabulu South and 
Ingham, from a 132 KVA line to a 275 KVA line, has blown out by $14.4 million form $107 
million in the 2009 - 2010 budget to $121.4 million in the 2010 - 2011 budget” he said.          


