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MINISTER CAN’T HAVE IT BOTH WAYS ON POLICE NUMBERS 
 

Member for Hinchinbrook, Andrew Cripps, says the announcement today by Police Minister, 
Neil Roberts taking credit for the allocation of an additional two police officers at the Mission 
Beach Station was very welcome news, but that it was also proof the Minister wanted to take 
all the credit, but none of the responsibility for the deployment of police.   
 

Mr Cripps said it was extraordinary that after Minister Roberts had previously stated that the 
Police Commissioner was responsible for the allocation of police resources across the state, 
that he should want to take the credit for announcing two extra officers for Mission Beach*. 
 

“I am obviously very pleased that the inadequate staffing at the Mission Beach Station has 
finally been addressed.  It is an issue about which I have been asking questions for some 
time now, in the wake of the assault on a police officer at Mission Beach in November last 
year.  I am relieved for the officers and the community at Mission Beach,” said Mr Cripps. 
 

“The Minister can not have it both ways on police numbers.  Now that he is lining up to take 
credit for the allocation of additional police in my electorate, I want him to take responsibility 
for addressing the other policing issues I have previously asked him about,” he said.  
 

“Minister Roberts needs to come clean about what he is doing about the vacant Officer In 
Charge position at the El Arish Police Station.  I first asked him about this issue in May 2009.  
I still have no answer and El Arish still has no police officer,” said Mr Cripps. 
 

“I have also asked the Minister when the Tully Police Station, the largest station in the 
southern Cassowary Coast region, will be upgraded to a 24 hour station and when additional 
officers will be allocated to enhance policing capacity in that area,” he said.  
 

“Lastly, I have asked the Minister when Cardwell Police Station will have additional police 
officers allocated to it, in recognition of the large section of the Bruce Highway it responds to, 
and the large geographic area it is responsible for policing,” said Mr Cripps.  
 

“While the issue of police numbers at Mission Beach has been addressed, my concerns 
about El Arish, Tully and Cardwell remain unanswered.  It seems Minister Roberts likes to 
take credit for the good news, but runs away from the tough decisions” he said.      
 

*See attached answers to QoN No. 350 of 2009 and QoN No. 1715 of 2009 
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