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WEDNESDAY 4th AUGUST 2010  MEDIA RELEASE 

$1 MILLION FOR INGHAM SOCIAL HOUSING DISAPPEARS 

Member for Hinchinbrook, Andrew Cripps, is demanding answers from Housing and 
Community Services Minister, Karen Struthers, about the sudden withdrawal of $1 million of 
funding from an affordable housing project in the Herbert River district. 

Mr Cripps said the Hinchinbrook Community Support Centre had contacted him after they 
were advised that the funding for the much needed affordable housing project in Eleanor 
Street in Ingham had been axed by the state Department of Communities. 

“The Bligh Government has pocketed the $1 million allocated to this project promised to the 
Ingham community as part of the federal Nation Building social housing program.  The 
people of Ingham should be filthy on Labor” said Mr Cripps.   

“I’m absolutely furious about this disgraceful decision by the Bligh Government to steal $1 
million from the Herbert River district.  The Federal Labor Government should be asking 
some serious questions of their state Labor mates” he said.   

“The Hinchinbrook Community Support Centre did the hard work to secure the funds for this 
project to deliver four new dwellings to cater for couples and singles in a flood free area of 
Ingham. This was a much-needed project for Ingham” said Mr Cripps. 

“There has been no suggestion that the funds will be allocated to another social housing 
project or another community project for the benefit of the Herbert River district.  The funding 
has just disappeared into thin air.  It’s a scandal” he said.        

“I want to know what’s happened to the $1 million.  The Hinchinbrook Community Support 
Centre and the Ingham community deserve answers.  Minister Struthers needs to ensure the 
funding is returned to the Herbert River district” said Mr Cripps. 

“The Hinchinbrook Community Support Centre got a phone call in June saying the project 
had been axed, with the feeble excuse that there was a problem with an easement on the 
title, but there has been no written confirmation of this” he said.  

Mr Cripps said considering all the problems with Labor’s so-called stimulus package, such 
as the dangerous home ceiling insulation and over priced school hall programs, he wasn’t 
surprised the social housing initiative had also proven to be a debacle.     


