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MINISTER RUNS AND HIDES FROM WORK CAMP DEBACLE 
 

The Minister for Corrective Services, Neil Roberts, today ran and hid from his failure to 
ensure prisoners at the Innisfail work camp were being properly supervised and were not 
breaking the law as part of their rehabilitation, Hinchinbrook MP, Andrew Cripps said today. 
 
Following allegations in the Cairns Post of illicit drug use, unsupervised visits to local 
recreational areas and prisoners possessing mobile phones and pornography, Mr Cripps 
asked Minister Roberts to outline the full extent of the investigations being undertaken. 
 
“My question was a perfectly reasonable and legitimate one to a responsible Minister in 
relation to such serious allegations.  The answer from Minister Roberts was ridiculous, 
immature and quite frankly, a slap in the face to the people of Innisfail” said Mr Cripps.   
 
“I wanted to give the Minister an opportunity to outline the extent of the investigation.  The 
Minister saw fit to close the Innisfail work camp immediately, but has treated a reasonable 
and legitimate question from a concerned local member with contempt” he said. 
 
“It is now clear that Minister Roberts is very sensitive and embarrassed about the fact that 
he has failed completely and utterly to address the serious management problems at the 
Innisfail work camp, after similar questions were raised 18 months ago” said Mr Cripps.       
 
“It is now obvious that nothing has been done and now Minister Roberts is lashing out at 
people who are trying to hold him to account for his failures.  This is typical behaviour from 
the Bligh Labor Government to try and cover up their dismal record” he said. 
 
“While the LNP supports properly run and managed work camps, under the Bligh Labor 
Government, prisoners are making a mockery of the program and treating it like a holiday 
camp. The safety of the local community has to be the number one priority” said Mr Cripps.  
 
“These work camps should be a good news story.  Some good work has been done in the 
Innisfail district since Cyclone Larry in 2006.  Unfortunately, this program has been very 
poorly managed.  Minister Roberts is running and hiding from this debacle” he said. 


