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RESPONSE CONFIRMS MILLION DOLLAR LOSS 

 
Herbert River Express readers would recall last month I raised the issue of the sudden withdrawal by 
the Bligh Labor Government of $1 million of funding from an affordable housing project in Ingham 
and that I had written directly to the Minister for Community Services and Housing, Karen Struthers 
seeking an urgent explanation.  I have now received a reply from the Minister.  The news is not good. 
 
I was contacted by the Hinchinbrook Community Support Centre after it was advised that the funding 
for the much needed affordable housing project in Eleanor Street in Ingham had been axed by the 
state Department of Communities.  The project had been developed as part of the federal Nation 
Building social housing program, as part of the former Rudd Labor Government’s stimulus package. 
 
The Hinchinbrook Community Support Centre had done a lot of hard work to secure the funds for this 
project to deliver four new dwellings to cater for couples and singles in a flood free area of Ingham. 
This was a much-needed project for Ingham. Unfortunately, the Minister’s response to my letter 
confirms the Department of Communities has removed the Eleanor Street project from the program.    
 
The project was apparently cancelled due to an ‘easement’ issue relating to access for an adjacent 
property owner.  This sounds like a feeble excuse to me, as easements exist on thousands of titles 
across the country and are a settled area of law.  It is certainly no valid reason to withdraw funding 
for this important project for the Herbert River district.  I believe this excuse to be a red-herring. 
 
If there was a genuine commitment to the project and a real acknowledgement that there was a need 
for more social housing in Ingham, particularly in flood free areas, the Department of Communities 
would have reallocated the funds to another social housing project, or another community project for 
the benefit of the Herbert River district.  There is no suggestion whatsoever that this will occur.  
 
The Bligh Labor Government has just pocketed the $1 million promised to the Ingham community for 
this project through the federal Nation Building social housing program.  For the people of the 
Herbert River district, the funding has just disappeared into thin air. It’s a scandal.  This is just 
another failed project from the Federal Labor Government under its so-called stimulus package.   
   
Considering all the problems with Labor’s stimulus package, such as the dangerous home ceiling 
insulation and over-priced school hall programs, maybe we shouldn’t be all that surprised that this 
social housing initiative had also proven to be a debacle.  However, I do get angry when my 
constituents in the Herbert River district are directly disadvantaged by Labor’s incompetence.   
 
The good people at the Hinchinbrook Community Support Centre deserve to be treated better than 
this.  Minister Struthers needs to ensure this $1 million is returned to the Herbert River district.    


