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JOINT MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Date:  Friday 15th October 2010     For immediate release 
 

LABOR’S ERMP’S A COMPLETE DISASTER 
 

The offer by Premier Anna Bligh and Environment Minister Kate Jones, to establish a working 
group to examine options to simplify documentation associated with DERM’s Environmental 
Risk Management Plans and to suspend any enforcement of the legislation has proven beyond 
doubt that Labor’s reef run-off regulations are a complete disaster.     
 
Member for Hinchinbrook, Andrew Cripps and Member for Burdekin, Rosemary Menkens, who 
both attended the rally in support of North Queensland farmers and graziers in Townsville 
yesterday, said the working group’s efforts to simplify the ERMP processes would achieve 
nothing, because the legislation itself was unworkable and politically motivated. 
 
Hinchinbrook MP, Andrew Cripps, called on the Bligh Labor Government to abandon the $50 
million program in favour of supporting voluntary, incentive based programs.   
 
“This is a desperate attempt by the Bligh Labor Government to patch up a bureaucratic 
nightmare that has been a complete failure.  The LNP has argued long and hard that ERMP’s 
were totally unnecessary, ill-conceived red tape.  This legislation is an abomination, born out of 
a grubby political deal between Labor and the extreme Greens” said Mr Cripps.  
 
“The most offensive aspect of this legislation is that if landowners don’t submit an ERMP or fill 
out the documentation incorrectly, they face the threat of massive fines or gaol terms.  The Bligh 
Labor Government’s legislation imposes a totally unreasonable burden on North Queensland 
landowners, because it has no practical understanding of rural industries” he said. 
 
Burdekin MP, Rosemary Menkens said the LNP had warned the Bligh Labor Government that 
the ERMP’s were unworkable and should never have been imposed on landowners. 
 
“The Bligh Labor Government has made a fatal mistake by labelling and defaming North 
Queensland farmers and graziers as environmental vandals.  Instead of working with 
landowners in partnership to improve land management practices, the Bligh Labor Government 
is bullying them.  That is no way to treat your partner” said Mrs Menkens.   
 
“To improve farming practices, reduce farm inputs and reduce sediments entering watercourses, 
you need to encourage permanent changes to farming systems. That won’t be achieved through 
heavy-handed, one-size-fits-all regulations.  It will only be achieved through consultation and 
incentives, like the Federal Reef Rescue package” she said. 
 
Mr Cripps and Mrs Menkens said landowners did not trust the Bligh Labor Government.  


