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DEVELOPMENT NEEDED FOR LOCAL RECOVERY 

 
My columns over the last 12 months have focused on the need for economic development on the 
Cassowary Coast Region.  The reason for this is clear.  The financial concerns of the Cassowary 
Coast Regional Council will not be solved by further grants from the State Labor Government.  It has 
withdrawn the council subsidy programs for roads, drainage, sewerage, water and other services.   
 
Councils, including the CCRC, have a narrow funding base.  With grants from the State Labor 
Government cut, councils only have rates, fees and charges levied on ratepayers to fund the 
building and maintaining of infrastructure and the delivery of services.  Following the forced 
amalgamations by the State Labor Government and the withdrawal of the subsidy programs, 
councils are facing two realities - higher operational costs and the need for full cost recovery.  
 
Due to its narrow funding base, councils have had little choice but to increase rates to balance their 
budgets.  This is having a serious impact on ratepayers in many communities across the state, 
including the Cassowary Coast Region.  I note a deputation of ratepayers met with the CCRC 
yesterday, that they plan to rally outside the CCRC office in Innisfail on Thursday 11th November at 9 
am and that a petition will also be launched, to be tabled in State Parliament in the New Year.   
 
Many of my constituents have experienced substantial increases in rates as a result of the 
amalgamation of rating systems used by the former Johnstone and Cardwell Shires and the recent 
revaluation of properties in the Cassowary Coast Region.  Sometimes, it is a combination of both.  
The problem is lack of income for the CCRC.  Part of the solution is increasing the number of 
ratepayers to the CCRC.  That means economic development, but what should we be pursuing? 

 
Here is one suggestion I’ll throw into the mix.  The appalling neglect of the former Innisfail State 
High School site has been a disgrace.  The site has been earmarked for disposal by the State 
Government.  A number of my constituents have discussed with me the possibility of a retirement 
village being established on this site.  Power, sewerage and water infrastructure, with the capacity to 
service large numbers of people daily, (ie: a secondary school) are already in place. 
 
Australia has an ageing population.  I don’t think there would be many difficulties securing enough 
interest in a retirement village, especially in a beautiful place like the Cassowary Coast.  
Implementing the idea would take some leadership from the State Labor Government.  It would have 
to decide not to just follow its normal practice of disposing of the site at public auction and to 
maximise the benefit for the local community, seek out a developer willing to use local contractors. 
 
This proposal is not perfect and has not been prepared in detail.  It is focused on the objective of 
attracting more ratepayers to the Cassowary Coast and providing more rates revenue to the CCRC.     


