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Date:  Wednesday 9 February 2011     For immediate release 
 

ASSISTANCE FOR TRANSPORT INDUSTRY A COST OF LIVING ISSUE 
 

Member for Hinchinbrook, Andrew Cripps, has called on the Federal and State Governments 
to provide a support package for the transport industry affected by Cyclone Yasi, in an effort 
to avoid a crippling cost of living increase for communities in North Queensland. 
 
Mr Cripps said many transport operators that normally carry North Queensland products to 
southern markets would be left without loads to deliver and faced the prospect of huge 
increases in costs to bring goods back to North Queensland if help was not forthcoming. 
 
“For example, road transport operators that normally carry bananas out of areas of North 
Queensland that have been devastated by Cyclone Yasi will have no loads to carry south. 
The cost of hauling loads back into North Queensland will be astronomical” said Mr Cripps.        
 
“Back-loading doesn’t exist in the transport industry any more.  Both legs of the journey 
need to be economically viable.  If transport operators are short of loads to carry south, I am 
concerned the cost of carrying loads back into North Queensland will skyrocket” he said. 
 
“I am very worried about the possibility of a double or triple whammy for cyclone affected 
communities.  A blow out in the cost of living on top of a shortage of housing and the 
widespread loss of employment following Cyclone Yasi would be diabolical” said Mr Cripps. 
 
“The Gillard Government needs to commit to the extremely useful wage subsidy scheme put 
in place after Cyclone Larry in 2006, which enabled employers to keep employees engaged 
in work, to avoid an exodus of labour from cyclone affected communities” he said. 
 
Mr Cripps stressed that some transport operators had fallen through some gaps in the 
industry support packages following Cyclone Larry, because inflexible bureaucratic 
guidelines excluded some businesses that were based outside the cyclone affected area. 
 
“The head offices of transport operators that were not located in the cyclone affected area 
were deemed ineligible for assistance.  However, their loads out of North Queensland were 
equally affected and they were left without any support, which was wrong” said Mr Cripps.  
 
    


