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MY HEART GOES OUT TO YOU 

 
At the time of writing this column, like many of my constituents in the Hinchinbrook electorate, I have 
no power at my home.  I was fortunate I only lost the fence around my house in Ingham to the 
cyclone.  I have been very lucky to have had power restored to my office in Ingham, due to it being 
located in the same building complex as a doctor’s surgery.  My inconveniences however, pale into 
insignificance when compared to the many families whose homes have been seriously damaged. 
 
My thoughts and prayers are also with those small business people and farmers who have had their 
business premises, equipment and crops seriously damaged by Cyclone Yasi.  I assure you that I 
am working with council, industry representatives and the Chamber of Commerce to put in front of 
the decision makers, a plan not only to recover and rebuild the Herbert River district following 
Cyclone Yasi, but to increase the capacity of our community to respond to future events. 
 
In the days since this disaster occurred, I have spent quite a bit of time moving around the township 
of Ingham and I have had an opportunity to visit several communities in the Herbert River district, 
including Macknade, Lucinda and Abergowrie.  I have been prevented from visiting other 
communities to date, due to time spent visiting cyclone affected areas in the northern area of my 
electorate which has been devastated by Cyclone Yasi and local flooding.   
 
I will continue to visit cyclone and flood affected communities in the Herbert River district in the 
coming weeks and I will be back again in the coming months to follow up on issues drawn to my 
attention.  I am very proud of all the hard working local people who have rolled up their sleeves and 
gotten stuck into the clean up after Cyclone Yasi and the flood that followed.  At the same time, my 
heart goes out to you as you face, with grim determination, yet another recovery effort.    
 
We have done it before and we can do it again.  As North Queenslanders, we are a strong 
community made up of determined individuals that get things done.  We do, however, need the 
resources to achieve what will be a very big task.  In the coming weeks, emergency services crews, 
Ergon Energy crews, local council crews and contractors will be working hard to clean up and restore 
the services that we need to get our communities back on track. 
 
Then there is the other side of the equation, in terms of our individual well being following such a 
terrible event.  Support services have established a community recovery centre locally and I urge my 
constituents affected by Cyclone Yasi to utilise these services for urgent financial and emotional 
support.  Lastly, I want to thank the emergency services personnel, the Hinchinbrook Shire Council 
staff, the Ergon Energy crews and the volunteers who have worked so very hard.    
 
 


