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HINCHINBROOK OUT OF LABOR ECO TOURISM PLAN 
 

Hinchinbrook MP, Andrew Cripps, has slammed the Bligh Labor Government for leaving his 
electorate out of its revised eco-tourism agenda announced at the Mackay regional sitting of 
parliament, claiming Labor had forgotten tourism communities affected by Cyclone Yasi. 
 
Mr Cripps said he was shocked to learn that the Bligh Labor Government had shunned 
cyclone affected communities in Hinchinbrook for eco-tourism projects, in favour of locations 
on Fraser Island, the Gold Coast, the Whitsundays, the Daintree and on Cape York.  
 
“Two years ago, the Bligh Labor Government nominated seven sites across Queensland for 
eco-tourism projects, including two in my electorate – Ninny Rise at Mission Beach and 
Wallaman Falls, near Ingham.  It appears these have been abandoned” said Mr Cripps. 
 
“Not surprisingly, nothing has happened with these projects.  The Bligh Labor Government 
talked up this plan, but as usual, it has not followed up with any action.  Now, when the 
tourism industry in my electorate is desperate for a hand up, it gets ignored” he said. 
 
“In my electorate, we have the Ma Mu Canopy Walk at East Palmerston, but there could be 
so many more successful eco-tourism projects inside our National Parks.  Ninny Rise at 
Mission Beach and Wallaman Falls near Ingham would be a great start” said Mr Cripps. 
 
“In addition to these two projects, the old Cardstone village site, north - west of Tully and 
Blancoe falls, north –west of Cardwell, would be perfect locations for eco-tourism projects.   
Such projects would be a welcome boost to the local tourism industry” he said. 
 
“After all the rhetoric from the Bligh Labor Government about helping the tourism industry in 
cyclone affected communities, it has completely overlooked eco – tourism locations in my 
electorate.  All the talk from Labor has turned out to be hollow and empty” said Mr Cripps.  
 

“I call on Tourism Minister, Jan Jarratt to support the tourism industry in cyclone affected 
communities and ensure Environment Minister, Kate Jones, puts locations in the 
Hinchinbrook electorate back on the list of locations for eco-tourism projects” he said.    

 


