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GOOD & BAD NEWS FOR CYCLONE SHELTERS ON CASSOWARY COAST 

 
Member for Hinchinbrook, Andrew Cripps, said while he was pleased to hear that Tully had 
been confirmed as a site for a cyclone shelter, he was disappointed Cardwell had been 
overlooked for one of the cyclone shelters to be constructed by the State Government.    

 
Mr Cripps said he had made a submission to the State Government outlining the reasons 
why both Tully and Cardwell needed to be included on the list of locations for a cyclone 
shelter, but knew there was little chance he would be successful. 
 
“It was clear only one site in the Cassowary Coast region would be considered.  Mission 
Beach was another location that would have benefited from a cyclone shelter, but I was 
already pushing the envelope asking for one in Tully and one in Cardwell” said Mr Cripps. 
 
“As there was already a shelter in Innisfail, I felt that cyclone shelters in both Tully and 
Cardwell would give all vulnerable communities in the Cassowary Coast region an 
opportunity to access a shelter in the event of a natural disaster” he said.    
 
“Being 50 kms south of Tully, I felt Cardwell needed its own cyclone shelter, as it becomes 
isolated from other communities to the north and south during natural disasters.  After 
Cyclone Yasi, this project would have been a welcome boost to Cardwell” said Mr Cripps.    

 
"The Cassowary Coast Regional Council and I consulted each other in the development of 
our submissions to send a consistent message to the State Government.  Both submissions 
nominated Tully and Cardwell, but unfortunately, Cardwell was not successful” he said. 
 
“The State Government ruled out Cardwell on the basis of strict guidelines relating to storm 
surge modeling and 1 in 500 flood levels, which is disappointing.   However, I am pleased to 
see a cyclone shelter will be constructed at Tully State School” said Mr Cripps. 
 
“I believe the facility at Tully State School will be a great asset to the students there and to 
the wider community in the Tully district.  The cyclone shelters constructed through this 
program are designed to be multipurpose facilities.  I welcome this announcement” he said. 

 

 


