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MULHERIN SILENT ON AGRICULTURE R & D CUTS 
 
The Bligh Government has again proven that it will not stand up to its Labor mates in 
Canberra, this time over research and development funding cuts to important cooperative 
research centres in agriculture and rural health, the State Opposition said today. 
 
LNP Shadow Minister for Agriculture and Regional Queensland, Andrew Cripps, said the 
spin doctors in Tim Mulherin’s office had been working overtime yesterday to cover up for 
the Agriculture Minister’s embarrassing lack of interest in this critical issue. 
 
“Farmers and regional communities in Queensland should be asking the Bligh Government 
why only the LNP is talking about federal Labor withdrawing funding to important CRC’s for 
agriculture and the regions.  Why is Tim Mulherin missing in action” said Mr Cripps. 
 
“The Federal Labor Government has slashed CRC funding, from $200 million in 2007 to 
$165 million in 2011.  This year alone, funding to CRC’s for cotton, regional innovation, 
forestry, beef genetics and telehealth and telecare will be discontinued” he said.  
 
“Instead of standing up to his Labor mates in Canberra, Minister Mulherin has until today 
been dead silent.  Now he is making excuses for them and playing catch up politics. Minister 
Mulherin is really letting rural industries and rural communities down” said Mr Cripps.     
 
Mr Cripps said the Agriculture Minister’s claims that investment in agricultural research, 
development and extension was in doubt under a LNP Government was just desperate 
political scaremongering – something the Bligh Government was getting a reputation for.  
 
“Tim Mulherin is following in Craig Wallace’s footsteps.  Wallace has become notorious for 
simply making up ridiculous and dishonest stories about the LNP.  Unfortunately, Tim 
Mulherin appears to be going in the same direction.  It’s sad and pathetic” said Mr Cripps.      
 
“In fact, if Tim Mulherin had been paying attention, he would have heard me welcome the 
investment in the budget of $110 million for R, D & E in Queensland during the recent 
budget estimates.  This sort of support for agriculture is long overdue” he said. 
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“Minister Mulherin says this investment in R, D & E will drive productivity gains in agriculture.  
However, I have asked him repeatedly if it will overcome the disadvantage suffered by 
farmers as a result of Labor’s carbon tax, but he won’t answer me” said Mr Cripps. 
 
“Tim Mulherin keeps running a mile when I point out the increased cost of farm inputs, 
electricity and transport for farmers under Labor’s carbon tax, not to mention the increased 
competition from imported products not burden with the costs of a carbon tax” he said. 
 
“This is another example of the Bligh Government failing to stand up for Queensland.  
Agriculture and regional communities now faces the loss of five important CRC’s and a 
destructive carbon tax.  All Minister Mulherin can do is twiddle his thumbs” said Mr Cripps.          
 
    
 
  


