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BANANA INDUSTRY BIOSECURITY ALWAYS AN ISSUE 
 

Diagnostic test results from Biosecurity Queensland that an unidentified plant disorder on a 
banana plantation on the Atherton Tablelands is not Tropical Race 4 Panama disease was 
a huge relief for the banana industry, but a good reminder biosecurity was always an issue 
for agriculture, Member for Hinchinbrook, Andrew Cripps, said today. 
 
Mr Cripps said while Biosecurity Queensland had ruled out Panama tropical race 4 disease, 
the property in question would remain under quarantine restrictions while further 
investigations were undertaken to determine the nature of the unidentified plant disorder 
and encouraged all banana growers to be vigilant with on-farm biosecurity practices.  
 
“I support the Australian Banana Growers' Council message about the importance of 
farmers taking measures to maintain a high standard of biosecurity awareness on their 
properties, by undertaking regular surveillance and reporting anything unusual to 
Biosecurity Queensland” said Mr Cripps.   
 
“The ABGC, in conjunction with Biosecurity Queensland and Plant Health Australia, have 
developed the Farm Biosecurity Manual for the Banana Industry, which is a guide for 
everyone in the banana industry in relation to on-farm biosecurity measures, including 
identification of pests and diseases and keeping equipment clean” he said. 
 
Mr Cripps joined the ABGC in recognising and thanking the grower who owns the property 
currently under quarantine, who identified and reported the unusual and as yet unidentified 
plant disorder to the authorities, as well as fully co-operating with the necessary quarantine 
arrangements until the real cause of the problem can be determined. 
 
“The banana industry is an extremely important industry in the Hinchinbrook electorate in 
particular and for North Queensland generally, employing thousands of people directly and 
indirectly.  Biosecurity issues are a major concern for the banana industry and for all 
agricultural industries.  It is something I am very passionate about” said Mr Cripps. 
 
“With the significant difficulties the banana industry has faced over the last decade, 
including the campaign to eradicate black sigatoka in 2001, Cyclone Larry in 2006 and 
Cyclone Yasi in 2011, the last thing we need is another major biosecurity set back.  We 
must always be vigilant to protect our status as a clean, green producer of food” he said.     
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