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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Monday 21 November 2011           For immediate release 
 

STATEMENT BY MEMBER FOR HINCHINBROOK, ANDREW CRIPPS MP 
 

OPERATIONS AT TULLY HOSPITAL OVER CHRISTMAS PERIOD 
 

On Monday evening 14 November 2011, I wrote to Ms Julie Hartley-Jones, District CEO, 
Cairns & Hinterland Health Service District, to register my strong objection to any proposed 
closure of inpatients at Tully Hospital for three weeks over the coming Christmas period. 
 
Late on Thursday afternoon, 17 November 2011, I received a written response from the 
District CEO, reiterating earlier advice received on Monday 14 November, that Queensland 
Health had absolutely no plans to close the Tully Hospital over Christmas or into the future.   
 
However, I am pleased to inform the people of the Tully district that this advice also 
contained welcome additional information, confirming that both the Emergency Department 
and inpatients would remain open at the Tully Hospital over the coming Christmas period.    
 
Until this advice was received on 17 November, it had not been made clear by Queensland 
Health that, if by stating the Tully Hospital would remain open over the Christmas period, this 
meant both the Emergency Department and inpatients services would be fully operational.      
 
I was very concerned that without this absolutely clear commitment, Queensland Health 
could technically keep the Emergency Department open over the Christmas period and still 
close the inpatients section, while continuing to state the Tully Hospital was technically open.  
 
I am very pleased that this matter has now been resolved.  I would like to thank Ms Julie 
Hartley-Jones, District CEO, Cairns & Hinterland Health Service District, for the prompt and 
clear written advice I received on 17 November, following my letter to her on 14 November. 
 
I would also like to thank the people of the Tully district who contacted my office to provide 
me with information relating to and express their concern about, this situation.  Their 
assistance in making strong and direct representations to Queensland Health was valuable. 
 
Servicing the southern region of the Cassowary Coast, the Tully Hospital is an extremely 
important community asset and strategic health service.  I am fully committed to ensuring 
health services in the Hinchinbrook electorate are enhanced in the future, not diminished.     
  


