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JARRATT FAILS MISSION BEACH TOURISM 
 

Hinchinbrook MP, Andrew Cripps, has slammed State Labor Tourism Minister, Jan Jarratt, 
for being completely out of touch with the needs of cyclone affected tourism operators at 
Mission Beach, after re-announcing a study into local marine infrastructure needs. 
 

Mr Cripps said it is was a complete disgrace that Minister Jarratt, who made the so-called 
announcement in Cairns on Tuesday, was unable to provide a time frame for the study, 
proving the alleged commitment was just a re-hash to give her something to say. 
 

“It is absolutely outrageous that I can and have already, as an Opposition MP, provided 
more details about this study to the public and local community than the current Minister for 
Tourism in the Bligh Labor Government.  Jan Jarratt is not doing her job” said Mr Cripps. 
 

“The fact is the marine infrastructure study by DERM and DEEDI will supposedly examine 
the needs of the whole Cassowary Coast region, not just Mission Beach.  The study was 
supposed to start last year and apparently involves a full consultation process” he said.    
 

“I gave these details to the local community last year, because I made representations to 
several Labor Ministers, including Jan Jarratt, on behalf of Mission Beach tourism operators 
and local boaties, about the Marine Development Area (MDA) in Boat Bay” said Mr Cripps.   
 

“This study is all about trying to hood-wink the people of Mission Beach from the fact that 
the Bligh Labor Government removed the MDA from the Clump Point Boat Harbour Reserve 
during the development of the Queensland Coastal Plan, without telling anyone” he said. 
 

Mr Cripps said the removal of the MDA from the Harbour Reserve would significantly set 
back the progress and increase the costs of any future application to establish new marine 
infrastructure in Boat Bay, which had been designated for that purpose since 1984. 
 

“Clearly, the Bligh Labor Government and Minister Jarratt have not been listening to the 
local residents or tourism operators if they need to do a study to tell them that Mission Beach 
needs new marine infrastructure.  Mission Beach is screaming out for it” said Mr Cripps. 
 

“The Minister probably isn’t aware that DEEDI and DERM have delayed the study until the 
Coastal Plan commences, leaving progress on future marine infrastructure at Mission Beach 
in limbo.  Tourism deserves better than a Minister that is completely out of touch” he said. 


