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MEDIA RELEASE 
 
Date:  Thursday 1 March 2012          For immediate release 
 

LNP WILL TACKLE EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT CHALLENGE 
 
Hinchinbrook MP, Andrew Cripps, said a new LNP Government would tackle the growing 
problem of accessing timely care in overcrowded hospital emergency departments by 
revitalising front line services and taking a whole-of-hospital approach. 
 
Mr Cripps said the LNP believed that it would take some time to fix the numerous disasters 
in Queensland’s health system that had become more serious and widespread under the 
Beattie and Bligh Labor Government, they were determined to make a start on the front line. 
 
“What the LNP is saying is that we will make an immediate start by ensuring people can 
access timely emergency care.  An LNP Government will spend $129 million to deliver a real 
solution so Queenslanders get seen at the ED when they need it” said Mr Cripps. 
 
“We will increase medical, nursing and allied health staffing on weekends to ensure patients 
can be treated and discharged without unnecessary delays.  The current delays are resulting 
in slower access to emergency attention for those in real need of treatment” he said. 
 
“”The LNP will provide funding to reduce pressure on elective surgery waiting lists in public 
hospitals by engaging private providers to treat ‘long wait’ patients.   This will decrease 
waiting times for elective surgery and reduce pressure on public hospitals” said Mr Cripps. 
 
“This will allow public hospitals to focus on delivering access to emergency care for 
Queenslanders.  This initiative is an important part of the LNP’s plan to revitalise front line 
health services that have fallen apart and been neglected under Labor” he said. 
 
Mr Cripps said the LNP recognised that it would not be possible to fix everything that was 
wrong with the state’s health system in one term after decades of mismanagement under 
Labor, but that it was critical to start in areas like access to emergency care. 
 
“The LNP does not claim to have a magic wand that will suddenly cure all the problems that 
have developed during a parade of hapless Labor Health Ministers, but we are determined 
to start with the basics and get Queensland’s health system back on track” said Mr Cripps.  


