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LNP TO PROTECT CHILDREN & SUPPORT FAMILIES 

 

Hinchinbrook MP, Andrew Cripps, says an LNP commitment to build stronger families 
and revitalise Queensland’s front line child protection services was one of the most 
import of the election campaign so far, given that the initiative would support 
Queensland’s most vulnerable. 
 
Mr Cripps said the LNP had announced that it would significantly improve and 
strengthen Queensland’s child protection services crisis support for families by 
focusing on basics such as appropriate intervention services and better identification 
of and follow up for families at risk. 
 
“Currently there are more than 8,000 children living away from home, with 7,000 of 
these in some form of foster care arrangement.  In some cases there is no choice but 
to remove a child from harm’s way, however, this should not be the easy, first choice 
option” said Mr Cripps. 
 
“We believe the removal of a child from a family should be the last resort, except of 
course in cases where a child is at risk of harm.  The LNP will support families by 
working with them to build a home environment where a child can be raised free from 
neglect and emotional harm” he said. 
 
“The Fostering Families program will aim at reducing the number of children entering 
out of home care. This program will focus on education and parenting support, but 
also extend transition from care plans to all children over 15, up to 21 years of age” 
said Mr Cripps. 
 
“The LNP will also act to reduce the incidence of child sexual abuse in Queensland by 
a broad ranging program of action, including introducing a ‘two strikes’ policy for 
repeat offenders who commit serious sex crimes against children” he said. 
 
Mr Cripps said the LNP’s policy also included: 
 

• A boost for counselling services for child victims of abuse and sexual assault of 
$1 million over four years to non-government counsellors.  

• Provide $1 million over four years for school education programs to arm 
children with the knowledge to protect themselves and to report suspected 
abuse and sexual assault. 
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• Ensure children from regional areas have access to counselling 24/7 by 
providing up to $500,000 over four years for a telephone support line.  

• Work with Indigenous families and recognised entities to address the over 
representation of Indigenous children in care.  

• Establish a new ‘Forde Inquiry’ to review progress and chart a new roadmap 
for protection for the next decade. 

• Conduct a full audit and overhaul of Queensland’s child protection laws in 
conjunction with community and key stakeholders.  

 
“It will take time to fix Labor’s mismanagement of our child protection system.  
However, an LNP Government will revitalise Queensland’s child protection system by 
supporting its frontline workers and engaging with the community sector in the 
delivery of services” said Mr Cripps.  
 
“Child safety officers work in a very difficult and highly sensitive environment and 
deserve support and recognition. The LNP understands child safety staff have been 
undervalued and are burnt out from huge caseloads under Labor’s failed child 
protection system” he said". 
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