
 

Draft Hinchinbrook Area Island Management Plan 

Since the Draft Hinchinbrook Area Island Management Plan was released in July 2011, 
the Member for Hinchinbrook, Andrew Cripps, has led the public debate, expressing his 
concern that it would restrict the recovery and growth of the local tourism industry and 
restrict access for recreational activities by locals and visitors. 

Andrew has identified a number of serious 
problems in the Draft Plan, such as: 

 The proposal to refuse permission for any 
new infrastructure on the islands. 

 The proposal to further restrict access to 
areas on and around the islands.   

 The proposal to create a mechanism for 
prohibiting fishing in certain areas on and 
around the island at the discretion of the 
department. 

Andrew has supported the local community to 
have their say on this important issue and is 
determined to see the final Management Plan 
reflect local community views.   The LNP has a 
National Parks policy that is designed to 
encourage Queenslanders to access and use 
our National Parks.  Enclosed is a copy of the 
LNP’s policy.   

The LNP supports the development of 
Management Plans for National Parks, but 
believes these plans need to reflect the views 
of the local community.  These island National 
Parks are the cornerstone of our local tourism 
industry and the place where local residents 
have for decades, pursued their favourite 
recreational activities. 

Andrew believes there are some proposals in 
the Draft Plan that are actually a step in right 
direction, such as working with tourism 
operators to improve booking systems, to 
ensure cancelled permits are quickly 
reallocated and to work towards increasing 
tourism opportunities by reducing existing 
permit latency. 

Andrew has proposed a number of 
improvements to the Draft Plan, such as: 

 Proposals for new infrastructure should 
be considered on merit and focused on 
supporting tourism, recreational activities 
and marine safety. 

 Dunk Island spit converted from National 
Park to Conservation Park to ensure 
infrastructure is replaced to support day 
tourism and visits by local residents. 

 Proposals for artificial reefs, improved 
communication facilities and rock walls to 
be considered on their merits, not 
prohibited by the management plan. 

 Ensure any future proposal to restrict 
fishing within the Island National Park is 
subject to a full public consultation 
process based on science.  

The LNP is committed to delivering a balanced, 
common sense management plan for our 
important Island National Parks that addresses 
these and other concerns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LNP National Parks commitments: 

 Making National Park management a 
priority, focusing on biodiversity, weed 
and pest management and ensuring 
National Parks are “Good Neighbours” 

 Develop and implement a state-wide 
streamlined permit system for 
sustainable tourism and recreational 
enjoyment of Queensland’s public land 

 Deliver both improved conservation 
and better access for both tourists and 
all Queenslanders to National Parks 

 The LNP has already announced that 
DERM will be restructured to ensure a 
focus on environmental outcomes, not 
political outcomes 


