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Minister seeks cooperation to cleanup Cassowary Coast and Hinchinbrook waterways 
 
Minister for Natural Resources and Mines, Andrew Cripps has kick-started a process to tackle 
ongoing flooding in the Cassowary Coast region before the next wet season. 
 
Last Friday Mr Cripps convened a meeting of the Cassowary Coast and Hinchinbrook shire councils, 
River Trusts and Department of Natural Resources and Mines (NRM) officers at the South Johnstone 
Research Station to discuss ongoing concerns about fallen vegetation and debris causing flooding in 
local streams. 
 
“A lot of good work was done cleaning up after Cyclone Yasi however localised flooding continues to 
occur whenever there is significant rain in creeks and streams across the region,” Mr Cripps said. 
 
“I have instructed my department to work closely with all stakeholders, including private landholders, 
to ensure they are aware of the type and extent of works that can be undertaken in water courses. 
 
“I have also asked the department to simplify its guidelines for landholders and entities that undertake 
works in a water course. 
 
“Landholders can carry out significant debris clean up work themselves to make sure a watercourse is 
functional and doesn’t continue to cause flooding to homes and businesses.  
 
“I’m calling for locals to come forward and indicate their willingness to undertake some of this work 
themselves in recognition of the fact that local, state and federal resources are limited. 
 
“Officers from my department will be available to conduct on-site inspections and inform landholders 
on environmentally-appropriate activities. 
 
“We need to ensure streams are not still dysfunctional by the time the next wet season comes 
around.” 
 
Mr Cripps said his department will work in partnership with councils and river trusts to fulfil their role 
and provide support for individuals. 
 
“I have asked the river improvement trusts to hold a series of shed meetings supported by my 
departmental officers to promote the types of works landholders can do themselves. 
 
“While some areas will always be subject to flooding in heavy rainfall events, we as communities need 
to do as much as we collectively can to reduce the consequences,” Mr Cripps said.  
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