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Labor puts North Queensland’s pineapple industry at risk 
 
Hinchinbrook MP, Andrew Cripps, has expressed outrage over the Federal Government’s 
decision to allow pineapple imports from Malaysia into Australia. 
 
Mr Cripps said the risk from exotic pests was too great to allow imports of fresh pineapples from 
Malaysia. 
 
“This decision puts Australia’s pineapple industry at great risk of exotic disease like bacterial 
heart rot and fruit collapse,” Mr Cripps said. 
 
“Malaysia has experienced field crop losses of up to 40 per cent due to fruit collapse symptoms. 
My concern, and the concern of the Minister for Agriculture, is that Australia has similar climatic 
conditions to Malaysia and we grow many of the same pineapple varieties. This decision means 
the devastating issues faced by the pineapple industry in Malaysia could be replicated here.” 
 
Mr Cripps said he was extremely concerned about the fortunes of pineapple growers in the 
Rollingstone and Bilyana area of his electorate, who would struggle if the pests and diseases from 
Malaysia gained a foothold in North Queensland. 
 
Queensland has been Australia’s major pineapple producing state for the past 100 years with the 
industry worth $80 million annually – underpinning more than 1000 jobs on Queensland farms 
and through the supply chain during the peak season. 
 
“Mr Ludwig has made a number of blunders as the Federal Agriculture Minister, and now this 
one can be added to the list.  First he destroyed the live export industry, and now he has the 
pineapple industry in his sights.  North Queensland has had enough. When will the Federal Labor 
Government learn?” 
 
Mr Cripps said the range of exotic pests that could be introduced from fresh Malaysian 
pineapples included grey pineapple mealybug, Pacific mealybug and Jack Beardsley mealybug. 
 
“These are highly damaging pests that we don’t need here,” Mr Cripps said. 
 
“This decision poses an unacceptable risk to one of Queensland’s key horticultural industries, and 
I urge the Federal Labor Government to reverse this potentially damaging decision.” 
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