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WET & WILD START TO 2011 

 
Welcome to the first Northern Beaches Bulletin 
for 2011, my regular newsletter to my 
constituents on the Northern Beaches of 
Townsville.   The Northern Beaches Bulletin is 
intended to make my constituents on the 
Northern Beaches more aware of issues of 
importance to them.  It is also intended to let my 
constituents know what issues I have been 
talking about and acting on, on their behalf.    

 
It has been a wet and wild start to 2011 for most 
of Queensland, including the Northern Beaches 
of Townsville.  Many communities in central and 
southern Queensland are still cleaning up after 
serious and record flood events.  Here in the 
Hinchinbrook electorate, we copped the brunt of 
Cyclone Yasi.  My heart goes out to those 
families, farmers and businesses doing it tough 
after the recent floods.   
 
I am grateful to Mayor Les Tyrell and Cr Sue 
Blom for keeping me up to date in respect of 
issues concerning the Northern Beaches 
following Cyclone Yasi.  At the time of writing, 
Ergon Energy crews are still hard at work 
restoring power to many properties on the 
Northern Beaches. I will be visiting communities 
on the Northern Beaches in coming days and 
weeks to inspect erosion issues at places like 
Saunders Beach, Bushland Beach and others as 
they are identified by local residents.    

 
I would like to express my gratitude to our local 
Disaster Management groups, including our 
Police, Ambulance and Fire & Rescue Service 
officers, Council staff and State Emergency 
Service and Rural Fire Service volunteers for 
their hard work.  These are a very dedicated 
group of people who never shy away from the 
tough jobs. The wider community appreciates the 
work they do and admires their commitment.  
 

 
I would also like to thank the families of these 
dedicated individuals.  The work of individuals 
involved in our Disaster Management groups 
often takes them away from their families at 
difficult times and I recognise their sacrifice.  
 
Unfortunately, communities in the northern end of 
my electorate from Ingham to Innisfail have been 
very seriously affected by Cyclone Yasi.  It will 
take many months and perhaps years for 
services and infrastructure to be fully restored. 

 
CYCLONE TRACKING MAPS & EMERGENCY 

RESUSCITATION CHARTS 
 
Unfortunately, the wet season and cyclone 
season in North Queensland is far from over.  My 
office has a supply of cyclone tracking maps 
which some people may find useful in their 
homes to record cyclone location information.  
The map has instructions on how to plot cyclones 
as well as advice on the precautions to take 
before, during and after a cyclone.     
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

Centrelink has established a new temporary 
office in Townsville which will be devoted solely 
to processing disaster recovery claims.  This 
office is located at 266 Ross River Road, 
Aitkenvale, near the Centrelink office, and will 
be open from 9am - 4pm daily. 
 
Important Contact Numbers: 
Centrelink:                                 180 22 66 
Disaster recovery Hotline:         1800 173 349 
Ergon Energy         13 10 46 
Insurance Council of Australia:  1300 728 228 
Townsville City Council:              4727 9000 
TCC - Emergency A/H:               4727 8999 
Townsville Local Disaster  
                 Management Group: 1800 738 541 
Townsville SES:                   13 25 00 



 
My office also has a supply of emergency 
resuscitation charts which display step by step 
written and pictorial instructions on conducting 
resuscitation on an individual in an emergency 
situation.  The charts are water proof and would 
be ideal to locate on your pool fence, in your 
workplace, at your community centre or at your 
local sporting grounds. 
 
I am very pleased to make the maps and charts 
available to you, your community group or your 
club.  Please contact my office on the details 
listed above to request one or both. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ST CLARE’S 
SCHOOL, OPENING FOR THE 2011 YEAR 

 
It is not very often that a local MP has the 
pleasure of welcoming the opening of a new 
school in their electorate.  I would like to offer my 
sincere congratulations to the staff, parents and 
students at the new St Clare’s Catholic Primary 
School, on Burdell Drive in the North Shore 
development area, a very fast growing area of 
the Hinchinbrook electorate. 
 
St Clare's Catholic School opened on Monday 
24th January, 2011, welcoming more than 170 
children and their families to the first year of the 
school. St Clare’s Catholic School offers quality 
Catholic education from Prep to Year 7.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As with all of the more than forty state, catholic 
and independent primary and secondary schools 
in my electorate, I would like to express my 
strong support for the St Clare’s Catholic School 
community.  I look forward to participating in the 
life of the school in the years to come.      
 
Such a large number of students enrolling at St 
Clare’s Catholic School clearly shows the strong 
growth in the population on Townsville’s Northern 
Beaches, including importantly, the number of 
resident families with school aged children.  I 
wish foundation Principal of St Clare’s Catholic 
School, Kath Tarttelin, the very best of luck with 
the big responsibility of guiding the school.        
 
Northern Beaches Bulletin readers will recall that 
in my budget reply speech last year, I flagged the 
need for the planning to be done (land, transport 
routes, etc) for a new state primary school to be 
built to service the rapidly growing needs of 
suburbs on Townsville’s Northern Beaches 
between the Bohle and Black Rivers. 
 
Given that enrolments at the existing school, 
Bohlevale State School were at 93 percent 
capacity, I felt that it was a fair and reasonable 
suggestion.  More recently, it has been reported 
(6 December 2010, Townsville Bulletin) that 
Bohlevale State School was one of the fastest 
growing state primary schools in Queensland.   
 
 

 
 
 

 

QUEENSLAND NATURAL DISASTER RELIEF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 
Listed below are grants offered by the Department of Communities which are available following Cyclone 
Yasi to assist with the recovery of communities affected. 
 
1. Emergent Assistance Grant - Available to people experiencing hardship due to a disaster who 
require assistance to meet their basic needs. 
2. Essential Household Contents Grant - To help people who are uninsured, or unable to claim 
insurance, to replace household contents, such as refrigerators and stoves, that have been lost or 
damaged by a natural disaster. 
3. Structural Assistance Grant - To assist eligible homeowners return their home to a habitable 
and secure condition.   
4. Essential Services Safety and Reconnection Grant - Provides up to $200 per service for safety 
inspections by accredited inspectors, and if deemed necessary, up to $4,200 to meet the cost of 
reinstalling services to Australian Standards by qualified tradespeople, after structural damage. 
5. Premier's Disaster Relief Funds - Has been extended to cover victims of Tropical Cyclone Yasi 
but applications for funding are not yet open.  A first round of funding will be available soon. 
6. Mortgage Relief Loan - If you are experiencing financial distress and are in danger of losing your 
home. 
 
For further detailed information regarding these grants and eligibility criteria visit 
www.communities.qld.gov.au or call the Community Recovery Hotline on 1800 173 349.  The Centrelink 
Disaster Recovery Payment is available for people adversely affected by the disaster including if your 
home was without essential services for at least 48 hours.  For further information visit 
www.centrelink.gov.au or call 180 22 66. 
 


