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 $4.6 million funding boost for sugar research welcomed 

Hinchinbrook MP Andrew Cripps has welcomed the Newman LNP Government’s increased investment in 

Queensland’s sugar industry research and development capacity. 

Premier Campbell Newman and Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry John McVeigh met with sugar 

industry leaders yesterday to sign a Memorandum of Understanding with BSES Limited. 

Mr Cripps said the MOU will see the Queensland Government provide an additional $4.6 million over four 

years for industry research and development. 

“Queensland’s $1.2 billion sugar industry is one of our most important in terms of supporting jobs and 

contributing to our economy,” Mr Cripps said. 

“Specifically, this funding will support research projects that will lead to better yields, an increase in sugar 

content, improved disease resistance and tolerance to weather extremes. 

Mr Cripps said the sugar industry was particularly important for North Queensland, as it underpinned the 

economy of local communities along the coast.  

“The four sugar mills in the Hinchinbrook electorate crush between 6 and 8 million tonnes of cane each year,” 

he said. 

 

“The sugar industry directly employs and supports the jobs of thousands of people in the Hinchinbrook 

electorate.   

“I have long advocated for an increase in funding for research and development in Queensland’s sugar industry.  

This funding boost is precisely what the industry needs to foster its growth.” 

 “I am pleased to see this commitment to one of North Queensland’s most important industries by the LNP, an 

election commitment that we are delivering on. 

 “Other projects include developing nutrient, disease and weed management technologies that can be integrated 

into farming systems to increase productivity and profitability.” 

 

The $4.6 million investment over four years will start with $1 million in 2012/13, $1.1 million the following 

year, followed by $1.2 million and $1.3 million in subsequent years. 

[ENDS] 
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