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Cripps secures new round of Operation Clean Up 
  
Minister for Natural Resources and Mines and Hinchinbrook MP, Andrew Cripps, has welcomed the 
reactivation of Operation Clean Up (OCU )to deal with fallen vegetation and debris still clogging some rivers 
and creeks, 18 months after Cyclone Yasi struck North Queensland. 
  

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, John McVeigh, has agreed to reopen applications for OCU 
funding after representations from Mr Cripps, whose electorate of Hinchinbrook felt the full brunt of Cyclone 
Yasi. 
  

“While OCU has already done considerable work on farms, tourism operations and in waterways, there are still 
some creeks and watercourses where Yasi debris remains a problem,” Mr Cripps said.   
  

“The OCU program is largely complete and has been closed for new registrations since Christmas last year, 
however the wet season revealed ongoing problems in some waterways in North Queensland. 
  

“Fallen trees have caused blockages which have forced water onto neighbouring properties during recent 
downpours. 
  

“To deal with these left over issues, Minister McVeigh has agreed to reactive the scheme for a limited time to 
allow applications to remove fallen vegetation and debris from waterways. 
  

“This is necessary because the recent inundations have highlighted the fact that some watercourses are still 
dysfunctional and are impacting on neighbouring properties. 
  

“Farmers have reported losing crops to flooding so we need to act quickly to protect them, especially while we 
are experiencing unseasonal rain. 
  

“A number of jobs are still underway, but there is still several hundred thousand dollars available to complete 
these projects and to begin new work.” 
 

Minister McVeigh said he was pleased he and Mr Cripps were able to come to an appropriate solution. 
 

“Producers across North Queensland had worked hard to clear debris on their properties since the Category 5 
cyclone struck on February 3 last year,” Mr McVeigh said. 
  

“OCU has done a fantastic job helping clear fence lines, remove shed debris and clean up devastated crops.” 
  

“But we need this final push to get rid of the remaining debris in waterways. 
  

“I urge affected producers, especially those who missed out on assistance last year, to apply before Friday 
July 27 so their applications can be considered as quickly as possible.” 
  

To be eligible, producers must receive more than 50 per cent of their income from primary production.  
  

When producers lodge their applications, the DAFF officer will ask for a name, property description (Lot and 
Plan numbers), contact details, your local government area and the primary industries requiring assistance. 
  

For more information, or to lodge an application contact DAFF on 13 25 23 or visit www.daff.qld.gov.au 
  

Media Contact: Paul Sutherland 3225 1781. 


