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MEDIA RELEASE 

 
Date:  12.09.12                                                             For immediate release 

 Local Government, Housing and Disabilities 

 

Hinchinbrook MP, Andrew Cripps, has welcomed funding for social housing, disability 

services and community infrastructure in his electorate, announced in the State Budget. 

 

The Newman LNP Government announced a record $959 million investment in specialist 

disability services, of which the Hinchinbrook electorate will share in more than $4.4 million 

to continue the provision of services. 

 

 “Across Queensland we are continuing to support a range of specialist disability services 

including accommodation support, community access, community participation and respite 

services,” Mr Cripps said. 

 

“This investment in Hinchinbrook’s disability services includes new funding to deliver the 

Government’s election commitments, such as Parent Connect and additional respite for 

young people 16 to 25 years, with a disability. 

 

“Overall, the State’s contribution towards specialist disability services budget has achieved a 

3 per cent growth to support a refocussed effort on strengthening frontline disability services. 

 
“The Newman LNP Government is committed to ensuring Queenslanders with a disability 

are well supported.” 

 

Mr Cripps has also welcomed the allocation of funding for an Elderly Parent Carer 

Innovation Trial, which aims to alleviate unmet need for elderly parents who can no longer 

care for their adult disabled child. 

 

“This $15 million State-wide initiative over three years focuses on creating sustainable 

housing for people with a disability,” he said. 

 

“In recognition of the different circumstances parent carers are in, the program allows for 

funds to be spent on investing or contributing to projects that provide new community living 

places, mixed disability and aged care developments and home modifications. 

 

“Funds can also be used to provide grants to elderly carers to assist in the transition to new 

care arrangements.” 
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It is envisaged a trial will operate by providing one-off major capital grants of up to $1 

million or small grants of $50,000. 

 

 Mr Cripps said the State Budget also confirmed allocations for the new Innisfail Library and 

repairs to the Cardwell Golf Course. 

 

The Hinchinbrook projects awarded funding in this State Budget include: 

 

 $3.37 million for disability services in the Hinchinbrook Shire 

 $597,000 for disability services in Townsville 

 $518,000 for disability services in the Cassowary Coast region 

 $2 million to construct Innisfail’s Regional Information and Community Hub (library) 

 $315,000 to complete the construction of social housing dwellings on Cassady Beach 

Road, Allingham 

 $212,000 to complete the construction of social housing dwellings in Thurles Street, 

Tully 

 $135,000 infrastructure grant for repairs to the Cardwell Golf Course 

[ENDS] 
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