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MORE POLICE ON BEAT UNDER NEW STRUCTURE 
 

Hinchinbrook MP, Andrew Cripps, said recommendations announced today following a 
review of the Queensland Police Service by Commissioner Ian Stewart, would deliver a 
flatter management structure, but no fewer police officers on the beat. 
 
Mr Cripps said while the review recommended the offering of up to 110 voluntary 
redundancies to senior commissioned officers as part of the organisational restructure, it did 
not mean that there would be fewer rank and file police on the ground. 
 
“In fact, the Newman LNP Government is committed to and has budgeted for, 1,100 
additional police officers to be recruited and trained over the next four years” said Mr Cripps. 
 
“There will not be any reduction in overall police numbers and that is what is really important 
for local communities where our police keep us safe and enforce the law” he said.   
 
Mr Cripps also said while the review recommended a restructuring or police regions across 
the state from 8 to 5 and the number of police districts from 31 to 15, this did not mean that 
there would be a reduced police presence in local communities. 
 
“Police regions and districts are part of the organisational structure of the QPS and changes 
to this framework won’t impact on local police stations in local communities” said Mr Cripps. 
 
“In fact, Commissioner Stewart’s proposed changes, with its flatter management structure,   
are intended to empower local police officers to make decisions at the local level” he said. 
 
Mr Cripps said one of the key roles for police and emergency services in North Queensland 
was during the response to natural disaster events and he wanted to reassure North 
Queenslanders that these roles would not be impacted by the new QPS structure.   
 
“As we know all too well in this region, our police officers do a fantastic job during disaster 
events and they will continue to be involved under any new QPS structure” said Mr Cripps.  
 
“The roles of local and district disaster management groups are set out in the Disaster 
Management Act and will continue to involve police at all levels of decision making” he said.         


