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NEW CROC PLAN FOCUSES ON SAFETY 

Hinchinbrook MP, Andrew Cripps, has welcomed new efforts by the Newman Government to deliver an 
effective crocodile management plan to local communities in North Queensland, after years of inaction 
by the former Labor Government. 

Mr Cripps thanked his colleague, Environment Minister Andrew Powell, for rolling out the stepped up 
efforts in his electorate of Hinchinbrook, where he had been campaigning for a better crocodile 

management plan for many years.  

“Part of the LNP’s plan is to work closely with local councils to develop fit for purpose crocodile 
management plans that reflect local circumstances, in contrast to Labor’s one size fits all approach” Mr 

Cripps said.  

“The Newman Government has commenced this process by inviting all three of the local councils 
covering my electorate, the Cassowary Coast Region, the Hinchinbrook Shire and Townsville City, to be 

part of this process. 

“Over the next month, the Newman Government will work with locals on the ground to develop relevant 
and responsive plans that deliver better safety outcomes for North Queenslanders and visitors to North 

Queensland.   

“It is a relief to know that after many years of fighting for some common sense in relation to crocodile 

management, we are taking a step in the right direction.   

“It’s time for some balance and it’s time to put public safety first. 

Mr Cripps said the new crocodile management plan framework would involve the trapping and removal 
of any crocodiles deemed to be dangerous and the establishment of a three-tiered system, which 
included exclusion and zero-tolerance zones. 

“The important thing in this process will be that in exclusion and zero tolerance zones, there will be no 

bureaucratic process to determine if a crocodile will be removed or not,” Mr Cripps said.  

“The new framework will cut out the red tape.” 
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