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NO EXCUSE FOR RECONSTRUCTION STUFF UP IN CARDWELL 
 

Hinchinbrook MP, Andrew Cripps, says there is no excuse Main Roads can offer for the 
reconstruction project encroaching on the ANZAC cenotaph in Cardwell. 
 
Mr Cripps said he was shocked to learn contractors had removed part of a grassed area in 
front of the cenotaph in Cardwell, as he understood this would not occur. 
 
“I stood on site with Main Roads next to the Cardwell cenotaph and stressed in no uncertain 
terms, that the reconstruction project should not encroach on that area” said Mr Cripps.   
 
“Just like the residents of Cardwell, who made the same point, I understood Main Roads got 
the message and the area around the cenotaph would not be impacted on” he said.  
 
“This is a stuff-up.  The residents of Cardwell are unhappy and I don’t blame them.  Main 
Roads needs to come back to the table and repair this relationship” said Mr Cripps. 
 
“Main Roads needs to explain what happened and why.  I will be asking them to outline how 
they plan to fix it up and indeed, enhance the area now it has been disturbed” he said. 
 
Mr Cripps said it was disappointing the Reconstructing Cardwell project had been the 
subject of a negative story, as some of its positive aspects had started to emerge. 
 
“Apart from the boost to the local economy through construction, there was a story in the 
local media yesterday* about the new owners of the Cardwell Beach Motel” said Mr Cripps.           
 
“Steve and Janet Arnold have moved to Cardwell from Cairns and love their new lifestyle.   
They highlighted the new boardwalk that is being constructed as part of the project” he said. 
 
Mr Cripps said despite this unfortunate incident, he believed the Reconstructing Cardwell 
project would deliver positive outcomes for the town and local community when completed.     
  
 
*Cyclone change, Townsville Bulletin, Wednesday 9 January 2013 
*Winds of change usher new start, Cairns Post, Wednesday, 9 January 2013    


