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Mr CRIPPS (Hinchinbrook—NPA) (3.00 pm): I rise to make a contribution to the debate on the

Education Legislation Amendment Bill 2006 as a member of this parliament who has completed their
senior schooling within the last decade. As such, I can readily appreciate the importance of secondary
schooling in the development of young people. 

The provisions of this bill facilitate the introduction and administration of new education and training
certification arrangements in Queensland, namely, the introduction of the Queensland Certificate of
Education—or QCE—to replace the Queensland Senior Certificate or the Queensland Certificate of Post-
Compulsory School Education. The QCE is described as a broad based school qualification awarded to
young people, usually at the completion of year 12, who have achieved a significant amount of learning at
a set standard and meet certain literacy and numeracy requirements. 

As I understand it, the intention of setting down these broad sets of standards of competency is to
provide prospective employers and higher education institutions, such as universities and colleges of
technical and further education, with a clear indication of the type of skills and the knowledge base that
each student has achieved. The proposed legislation providing for the QCE will establish the quality and
quantity of education and training that students must achieve in order to receive a senior qualification,
including learning that takes place outside school. The QCE will record achievement in a broad range of
learning environments, including learning in a traditional classroom and vocational education and training
that will contribute towards the final level of achievement of a student’s senior qualification. 

The rationale behind introducing the QCE is an attempt to increase the percentage of young people
completing year 12. Thus, students will be required to be actively learning or earning until they turn 17. The
QCE will recognise a much wider range of learning options, which will include academic subjects,
vocational education and training, employment, community learning and even introductory university
subjects.

 The implementation of the QCE is a soundly conceived proposal. That there is an emphasis from
educational authorities and governments across Australia for students to remain in formal education
beyond year 10, or turning 16 years of age, is also a positive step as long as those learning outcomes of
students will be enhanced by spending that time at school. If a student’s capabilities are more suited to
commencing vocational education programs or another type of practically orientated training, these
opportunities need to be facilitated and the students supported to pursue these opportunities. 

After students complete year 10 or turn 16, they have several options to meet their obligation to be
earning or learning. They can stay in formal education or training for two more years, get a Queensland
Certificate of Education, get a Certificate III in vocational education or higher, or turn 17, whichever comes
first. There is an exemption available for young people who are working at least 25 hours a week. 

In order to achieve a QCE, a year 12 student needs to have earned themselves a total of 20 credit
points prior to leaving school. The QCE recognises a student’s learning at school, TAFE, in the workplace
and, importantly I think, in the community. This realises that not all learning occurs in the formal school
classroom. Each area of learning attracts different credit points. However, a minimum of 12 credit points
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must be achieved through successfully completing core courses of study that include minimum literacy and
numeracy requirements. Another eight credit points can be achieved from a combination of core and other
types of learning, including VET courses, extension subjects and diplomas. 

Until recently, the QSA maintained that a student must achieve at least a sound level of achievement
in order to gain the required credit points towards the QCE. A number of educators in my electorate felt
that that was appropriate, as students had to earn their QCE by passing each of their senior courses.
However, at some time towards the end of term 1 this year, the QSA appears to have changed its intention
with regard to this requirement and, as I understand it, now allows a year 12 student who does not achieve
the required 20 points on their QCE permission to use some limited achievement results to count towards
their QCE. This is a regrettable development. I understand that this arrangement has been questioned by
some educators in Queensland who feel that the positive opportunity that the QCE presents to the
education system in Queensland will not realise its full potential as a record of achievement for
Queensland students if it is compromised by the inclusion of this provision for limited achievements to be
included as part of that record. 

Some educators in my electorate have described the inclusion of limited achievements on the QCE
as a dumbing down of that record of education. As educators, they express the view that if a QCE were to
be awarded as a record of learning and achievement, then students must pass their respective and chosen
courses of study at least at the sound level of achievement. Good QCEs have to be earned and ought not
be given away lightly by the QSA in the same way that vocational education certificates must be earned
through demonstrated competencies. 

I would like to acknowledge that there has been a high level of consultation by the QSA with school
administrators and teachers. That means that there will be a smooth implementation of the QCE in
Queensland. The QSA has been able to do this because it made an effort to consult stakeholders at the
grassroots level—from classroom teachers, to heads of departments, to administrators and executive
directors of schools. These are the people who know what is happening in our schools. 

One of the most positive aspects of the QCE is that it is not a one-size-fits-all approach to learning.
The QCE provides young people with an opportunity to tailor their learning experiences to suit their
interests, their needs and their capabilities. At its core, the QCE is designed to represent a record of
learning that will prove that the holder of that certificate has achieved a significant amount of learning at a
set standard of achievement with a set benchmark in literacy and numeracy whilst still providing flexibility
about what learning is undertaken, where that learning occurs and when that learning takes place. Meeting
these set standards and benchmarks will generally deliver that student 20 credit points, thus qualifying
them for the QCE. However, I understand that turning 17, leaving school before the completion of year 12,
or a failure to earn 20 credit points before finishing year 12 will not mean that that young person will not
have the opportunity to obtain a QCE. The credits earned can be banked and the student will have the
ability to complete further learning in the future. A QCE can be issued when the required 20 credit points
are eventually obtained. 

I would like to talk about how the QCE will give schools in my electorate the opportunity to build on
their already strong achievements in the area of innovation and relevant education for their students and
highlight some of their areas of excellence. Tully State High School is my old alma mater and I am very
proud of what that school has been able to achieve. Over 600 students are enrolled in that school. It
operates commercially productive sugar cane plantations, banana plantations, cattle fattening yards and
aquaculture facilities. The school of excellence project is a federally funded project. Schools from around
Australia apply for funding and Tully State High School was successful in doing that. The funding received
was used to develop several projects, including the aquaculture centre as part of that program’s spotlight
on science. The centre was created for the purpose of growing barramundi for the students to study. When
the fish reach a length of about 300 millimetres, they are tagged and released into the local rivers to
increase fish stocks, with the hope that information about the tagged fish will one day come back to the
students for further study. Throughout the year, the fish are the centre of study of growth rates of fish under
various conditions, such as different protein concentrations, different quantities of food, different
frequencies of feeding and different stocking densities. 

Gilroy Santa Maria College in Ingham is a Catholic co-educational institution where a great deal of
emphasis is placed on the individual, with a concerted focus on academic excellence. 

Mr Lucas: What an amazing name for a college, to pair Cardinal Gilroy with BA Santa Maria. They
were opponents in philosophy.

Mr CRIPPS: Yes, it is. They are nice compliments, Minister. If I remember correctly, it was a merging
of an all-boys Catholic school and an all-girls Catholic school. The school also offers a range of vocational
education subjects. Gilroy Santa Maria College has demonstrated a commitment to academic excellence
by producing a TJ Ryan medallist in both 2005 and 2006. 

Abergowrie College is a Catholic boys secondary school situated in the Herbert River valley, west of
Ingham. The college has been operating since 1933. The current enrolment is about 240 boys who come
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from centres all around Queensland and, in particular, from Indigenous communities in the Northern
Territory, Western Australia, as well as Papua New Guinea and other overseas countries. The college
provides a unique environment where boys participate in a structured education program. It is a full
boarding school and the college provides sporting and cultural opportunities along with the curriculum. 

Ingham State High School has an interesting way of motivating its students in partnership with the
Beacon Foundation, the Hinchinbrook Shire Council, industry representatives and parents when it asks
year 10 students to sign the ‘no dole’ charter during Education Week each year. The productive
partnership established between Ingham State High School and the Beacon Foundation provides a focus
on problems associated with youth unemployment with a series of strategies designed to assist young
people with making good decisions and choices about their future. These strategies have an emphasis on
the local community taking an active role in providing opportunities for young people to pursue
employment and further learning in their home town. 

The vocational education program at Ingham State High School is an important contributor to this
goal, giving students opportunities to learn skills and enhance their employability. In the last school year,
Ingham State High School offered certificate I and II level qualifications from nine different training areas. It
had 231 work placement applications approved, resulting in 1,260 days of work placement completed, as
well as facilitating 50 school based trainees and apprentices covering 13 different qualifications. 

Four secondary schools exist outside the boundaries of my electorate but they service the
communities inside the Hinchinbrook electorate. Good Counsel College in Innisfail has increased its
student body population by 200 in the past 10 years and now has approximately 600 enrolments. The
college has a strong record of academic subjects and has a good relationship with its local communities. It
facilitates apprenticeships and traineeships for students while they are at school. Highlights for the college
in recent years were four OP 1 scores in 2004, which was up there with the best in far-north Queensland. 

Mr Lucas: Hear, hear! It was named after the patron saint of the Augustinian province in Australia,
Our Lady of Good Counsel. 

Mr CRIPPS: That is probably right, Minister. St Anthony’s Catholic College is a Catholic co-
educational school, situated in the rapidly expanding area of Thuringowa to the north of Townsville. The
school was established to provide a Catholic education for families in that area. St Anthony’s Catholic
College aims to provide a curriculum that promotes the potential of all students and caters for individual
difference while providing students with skills and knowledge to understand and manage themselves in
their local and global community. 

Enrolments of over 500 students mean that the Northern Beaches State High School is another
major educational facility servicing my electorate. Students with special needs are catered for through a
special education class, and that is a particularly good aspect of this school. A vocational education
program at the Northern Beaches State High School is extensive and meets the changing needs of the
wider community, where there is a strong demand for these skills. Interestingly, the Northern Beaches
State High School also offers an Army cadet unit program. 

Mr Pearce: Go the Army. 
Mr CRIPPS: It is good for them. Innisfail State High School is very active in its local community and

is a member of the Innisfail Chamber of Commerce. The school generally has about 750 students enrolled,
although that is down a bit at the moment for obvious reasons. Innisfail State High School earlier this year
was a high-profile victim of Cyclone Larry. Its buildings were very badly damaged—indeed, several were
eventually demolished. I would like to thank the Minister for Education and Training and the government for
responding quickly and rushing a fleet of modular classrooms into the cyclone affected area to get schools
fitted and their doors open as soon as possible after that cyclone occurred so that some semblance of
normalcy and routine could be reintroduced to the lives of the young people in that area. 

All students at Innisfail State High School from year 12 to year 8 were able to return to school by
Monday, 3 April—only two weeks to the day after Cyclone Larry hit far-north Queensland. For anyone who
was in the cyclone affected area during that time and understands the scale of the destruction and the
enormous logistical issues that were faced by the communities in that area at that time, it was indeed a
great effort to have the doors of the Innisfail State High School open so quickly after Cyclone Larry.

While I support the bill, I would appreciate it if the minister would address the one concern that I
raised in relation to the inclusion of ‘limited levels of achievement’ contributing to the eligibility of a student
for a QCE. Other than that issue, I see the QCE as a positive step forward for education in Queensland. 
File name: crip2006_11_29_54.fm Page : 3 of 3


	Education Legislation Amendment Bill
	Mr CRIPPS (Hinchinbrook-NPA) (3.00 pm): I rise to make a contribution to the debate on the Education Legislation Amendment Bill ...
	The provisions of this bill facilitate the introduction and administration of new education and training certification arrangeme...
	As I understand it, the intention of setting down these broad sets of standards of competency is to provide prospective employer...
	The rationale behind introducing the QCE is an attempt to increase the percentage of young people completing year 12. Thus, stud...
	The implementation of the QCE is a soundly conceived proposal. That there is an emphasis from educational authorities and govern...
	After students complete year 10 or turn 16, they have several options to meet their obligation to be earning or learning. They c...
	In order to achieve a QCE, a year 12 student needs to have earned themselves a total of 20 credit points prior to leaving school...
	Until recently, the QSA maintained that a student must achieve at least a sound level of achievement in order to gain the requir...
	Some educators in my electorate have described the inclusion of limited achievements on the QCE as a dumbing down of that record...
	I would like to acknowledge that there has been a high level of consultation by the QSA with school administrators and teachers....
	One of the most positive aspects of the QCE is that it is not a one-size-fits-all approach to learning. The QCE provides young p...
	I would like to talk about how the QCE will give schools in my electorate the opportunity to build on their already strong achie...
	Gilroy Santa Maria College in Ingham is a Catholic co-educational institution where a great deal of emphasis is placed on the individual, with a concerted focus on academic excellence.
	Mr Lucas: What an amazing name for a college, to pair Cardinal Gilroy with BA Santa Maria. They were opponents in philosophy.
	Mr CRIPPS: Yes, it is. They are nice compliments, Minister. If I remember correctly, it was a merging of an all-boys Catholic sc...
	Abergowrie College is a Catholic boys secondary school situated in the Herbert River valley, west of Ingham. The college has bee...
	Ingham State High School has an interesting way of motivating its students in partnership with the Beacon Foundation, the Hinchi...
	The vocational education program at Ingham State High School is an important contributor to this goal, giving students opportuni...
	Four secondary schools exist outside the boundaries of my electorate but they service the communities inside the Hinchinbrook el...
	Mr Lucas: Hear, hear! It was named after the patron saint of the Augustinian province in Australia, Our Lady of Good Counsel.
	Mr CRIPPS: That is probably right, Minister. St Anthony’s Catholic College is a Catholic co- educational school, situated in the...
	Enrolments of over 500 students mean that the Northern Beaches State High School is another major educational facility servicing...
	Mr Pearce: Go the Army.
	Mr CRIPPS: It is good for them. Innisfail State High School is very active in its local community and is a member of the Innisfa...
	All students at Innisfail State High School from year 12 to year 8 were able to return to school by Monday, 3 April-only two wee...
	While I support the bill, I would appreciate it if the minister would address the one concern that I raised in relation to the i...



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


